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Introduction 


THERE'S a Marx TWAIN LINE that I'm fond 
of paraphrasing, one of those well-burnished 
pearls o wisdom that I drop whenever someone 
tomes tome and asks for advice in writing, 


“I never use policeman’ for a dime when I can 


get cop for a nickel.” 


When pressed, I explain that — at least tome 
— Twain talkingabout efficiency and economy, 
talking about the need ofthe artist to get ош of 
the way of his or her work. He's cautioning 
against self-indulgence, something that every 
artist in every medium must guard against. The 
worst thing a storyteller can do is believe that 
heismore 


portant than the story being told. 
But I've said it so often, its starting to sound a 
пије hollow, even to me. 


Then [pick up some of Stan Sakaiswork, І гай 
atale of Usagi andGen, and the truth оби comes 
back — the essence of storytelling, and perhaps 
even the essence of capital Art, is honesty. The 
resonance of the image, the power of the story, 
the emotional connection the audience makes 
with the work, all afit lives ordieson the basis 
ofits honesty. Set your story in the far-flung 
reaches of the universe with great quantum- 
drive battle cruisers, set it in a superheroic 
nihilistic future, bell, set itin feudal 
your cast portrayed as anthropomorphized 
Minos and rabbits — lt doesn't matter as long 
as the story is fundamentally honest, 


in with 


Because here are things we all share. We've all 
been cold, we've al been hungry. Weve all been 
betrayed, if not all of us ona grand scale. Weve 
all loved. 


аа, 


‘Thebeststoryteller can hold those truths in one 
hand, and conjure the tale in the other. The best 
storyteller can mesh them seamlessly, creating. 
а connection with his audience that at once is 
both fantastic and absolutely real. In the ideal, 
a tale is told that resonates long after the last 
word is read, thelast image viewed 


Stan Sakai. Star Sakai not only does this, but 
he does it consistently, issue after issu 
‘executing with elegance and economy the epic 
of Usagi Yojimbo. This collection is Sakai at his 
best — not a word out of place, not a brush 
stroke laid in error. 


Disguised as an adventure story of the most 
‘elementary kind — what can be more basic than 
а chase, afterall! — Grasscuter I is so much 
more. Prom the foreshadowing prologue to the 
haunting first epilogue, Sakai teases out themes 
in word and image that first propel the narrative, 
then move the heart. His language, both in text 
and image, is succinct, дей, and ever precise. 


Nothingin thesepages is wasted. 


In an age of selfindulgence, where more and 
more comics and their creators are enamored 
of lash end image, Stan Sakai never stands in 
the way of his own work, Wher 
profession seem to be moving both forward and 
back allat the same time, that may be the highest 
praise anyone can off 


Enjoy your journey to Ліза. 
Abayo! 
Grec Rucka 
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Grasscutter II Story Notes 


The tenth emperor, Sujin, ascended to the 
throne in the first century B.C. By this time, 
society had developed to the point where a 
clear distinction had to be made between 
worldly and spiritual affairs. Sujin established 
a shrine at Kasanui Village in Yamato Province 
dedicated to Amaterasu, the Sun Goddess, and 
installed there the sacred mirror and sword. 
The emperor ordered replicas of them. 
which he kept in the Imperial Palace. 


Hissuccessar, Suinin, established a new shrine 
in lse Province and transferred the mirror and 
sword and a third treasure, a jewel, to be 
housed there. His daughter was given charge 
«1 Shrine, 


famato-Dake їз the most famous hero of 
legendary times. He was d 
Emperor Keiko, He was initially named Wousu 
(Little Mortar) and had an elder twin named 
06850 (Big Mortar), whom he killed before 
being sent to quell the Kumaso rebds at the 
age of sixteen, 


third son of 


Before the start of a later campaign, Yamato- 
Dake paid his respects to the Grand Shrine at 
Iseand was given the sword Ame no Murakumo 
no Tsurugi by his aunt. He renamed it 
Kusanagi-no-Tsurugi (The Grass-Cutting 
Sword) after it saved his Iifein an open field. 


There are many variations of the story of 
Yamato-Dake and the Kami of Mt. Ibuki. In 
one, the hero is unable to slay either the boar 
‘or the snake but is repulsed from the mountain 
by a violent ice-rain, and later dies, seemingly 
from fatigue. In another, he goes to a hot spring 
after the killing of the serpent and regains his 
health and strength. The events [ve recounted 
De наби РЕДИ and are found: 


in The Kojiki: Records of Ancient Matters, the 
‘oldest history of the Japanese people, written 
in 112 A.D.by Yasumaro as dictated by Ней. 
no Are by order of Emperor Temmu. 


‘The hot spring Yamato-Dake came to after 
meeting the kami is now called Бате по 
Shimizu, “Clear Water Where He Came to His 
Senses.” The area where Ве could hardly stand 
is Tagino, or “Totter.” And when exhaustion 
finally took him, he walked with а stick at 
Tsvetsuki-zake, or "Slope with a Walking Stick.” 


His consoris sang four songs at the princes 
funeral. These four were sung at every 
‘emperor's death since, until the funeral of 
Emperor Meiji in 1912 A.D. 


p 


„Мама Jingu is one of the three major shrines 
along with the Meiji Shrine and the 
rines at Ise. Atsuta is seid to be 
the repository of Kusanagi-No-Tsurugi, the 
Grass-Cutting Sword, though some believe 
the original sword was lost in the Battle of 
Dan-No-Ura Strait during the Сетре War, in 
the 12th century. 


‘The shrine grounds cover 190,000 square 
meters of thickly wooded area in the middle of 
Nagoya. Some of the trees there are over а 
thousand years old. The shrine is also home to 
sixty annual festivals and ten ге 
including the Atsura Jingu Hono Tanren, а 
festival for swordsmiths. 


Kusanagi is actually housed in the Honden, or 
main inner shrine, along with many other 
жаран ба etes and dio Cli 


maidens) are allowed to approach the Honden. 
A few historians believe that the sword kept at 
the shrine no longer exists, that it was destroyed 
an Allied bombing raid in WWII. The 
present shrine was built on the old site in 1955. 


ы 


References for Yamato-Dake came from: The 
Kojiki, translated by Basil Най Chamberlain, 
published in 1981 by Charles E. Tuttle Co. of 
Rutland, VT, and Tokyo, Japan; Legends of the 
Samurai by Hiroyuki Sato, 1995, Overlook 
Press of Woodstock, NY; Myths and Legends 
of Japan by Е. Hadland Davis, 1992, Dover 
Publications of Mineola, NY: The Japanese 
Fairy Book, compiled by Yei Theodora Ozaki 
1970, Charles E. Tuttle Co.; Myths and Legends 
China and Japan by Donald A. 
Mackenzie, 1985, Bracken Books of 
London; History of the Japanese fiom 
the Earliest Times to the End of the 
Meiji Era by Capt. Б. Brinkley, 
1915, Encyclopedia Britannica Co. 
of NY: and Japan, a Country Founded 
by “Mother”: An Outline History by 
Hajime Hoshi, 1937. Columbia 
University Club in Tokyo, Japan. 


Series: 


References for the J 
culture during that era 
came from: Early 
Samurai: 200- 
1500 A.D. 

by Anthony 

Bryant and Angus 
McBride, 1991, Osprey 
Press of Great Britain; 
"he Atlas of Japanese 
Culture by Martin 
Colleutt, M: 

Jansen, and Isao 
Kumakura, 1988, 
ets on File 
Inc., of NY: 
and Step 


into Ancient Japan by Fiona MacDonald, 1999, 
Anness Publishing Ltd. of NY. 


References for Chapter 6, “In the Realm of 
Senses,” came from: Japan: A Country Founded 
hy “Mother"by Hajime Hoshi, 1937, published 
by the Columbia University Club in Tokyo; The 
Japan Handbook by J.D. Bisignani, 1983, Moon 
Publications of Chico, СА: ref 
kannushi was found in A Look into Japan, 
published in 1985 by the Japan Travel Bureau, 
Inc.; and additional reference came from the 
Nagoya Visitors Guide, the Live Map of Nagoya, 
and the Sightseeing Spot Guide to Nagoya and 
Inuyama, published by the Nagoya Convention 
and Visitors Bureau. 1 would also like to 
acknowledge the help of the Usagi Yojimbo Dojo 
web site members, who scoured the Intemet for 
visuals and information on Atsuta Shrine. 
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Stan Sakai's cover ari from issues thirty-nine through forty-five of Dark Horse's Usagi Yojimbo 
Volume Three series. 
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Stan Sakai 


Stan Saal in Gijón, Spain. Phot by Sharo Sakai 


Stan Sakai was bornin Koto, Japan, grew up in Науай and now livesin California 
with his wife Sharon, and two children, Hannah and Matthew. Herereiveda Eine 
Мв degree rom the University of Hawaii and furthered his studies at Art Center 
Collegeof Desig in Pasadena, California. 


His creation, Usagi Yojimbo, first appeared in comics in 1984. Since then, Usagi 
has been on television as a guest of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Тигез and has 
series of graphic novel 


been made into toys, seen on clothing, and feature 
collections. 


Im 1991, Stan created Space Usagi, a series dealing with samurai in a futuris 
seting. featuring the adventures ofa descendant ofthe original Usagi. 


Stan is also an award-winning ktterer for his work on Sergio Aragonés Gro, he 
"Spider Mast Sunday newpaper stripa, nd Vong jinke. 


Stan is а redpient ofa Parent” Choice Award, an Inkpot Award, an American 
Library Asseciation Award, a Harvey Award, three Spanish Haxtur Awards, and 
several Eisner Awards. In 2003 he received the prestigious National Cartoonists 
Society Award in the Comic Book Division. 
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Books by Stan Sakai 


From Dark Horse Comics 
www.darkhorse.com 


Book 8: SHADES OF DEATH 

Book9: Равно 

BOOK 10: THE BRINK or LIFE AND DEATH 

Book 11: SEASONS 

BOOK 12: GRASSCUTTER 

Воок 13: GREY SHADOWS 

BOOK 14: DEMON MASK 

BOOK 15: GRASSCUTTER II — JOURNEY TO ATSUTA SHRINE 
BOOK 16: THE SHROUDED MOON 

Book 17: DUEL AT KITANOJI 

BOOK 18: TRAVELS WITH JOTARO 

BOOK 19: FATHERS AND SONS 

80082 
BOOK 21: THE MOTHER OF MOUNTAINS 
BOOK 22: TOMOE'S STORY 

SPACE USAGI 


ILIMPSES OF DEATH 


From Fantagraphics Books 
www.fantagraphics.com 

Book 1: Tur RONIN 

80082: SAMURAI 

Book 3: THE WANDERER'S ROAD 

BOOK 4: THE DRAGON BELLOW CONSPIRACY 
Books: LONE Goat AND KID 

Book 6: CIRCLES 

Book 7: GEN'S STORY 
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